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Charles M. Bair Museum.

their home be left as a museum for others to
enjoy. The house is a rich repository of Indian arti-
facts, paintings by renowned artists such as
Russell and Sharp, and some of the finest period
antiques.

Charles Bair purchased the ranch in 1913, and
it became the family’s permanent residence in
1934 after remodeling the old John Grant ranch
house. They continued to add to the residence
until it consisted of 26 rooms, filled with the
antiques and paintings collected by Charlie’s
daughters, Alberta and Marguerite, on their many
trips to Europe.

Charles Bair collected Native American arti-
facts and western paintings while his daughters
amassed Louis XV furniture, Scottish china, Sevres
pottery, English silver, and a collection of the late
French Impressionist paintings by Edouard
Cortes. The contrasts and immense abundance of
antiques and fine art from all over the world locat-
ed through this Montana ranch house will
absolutely astonish you. This is easily one of
Montana’s most captivating sites.

Source: Museum brochure

1 0. Historical Marker, Attraction

a crank telephone with different combinations of long
and short rings to signal each other. Every ring rang in
every home so it was not difficult to keep up with
neighborhood news. Long distance calls were made by
ringing the storekeeper who switched the private line to
a line to Martinsdale Hardware where it was switched
to the long distance carrier. After store hours, a caller
drove to the store and did the switching himself.

In the sixties, the Milwaukee trains no longer
stopped to leave groceries and mail. Sam and Mildred
Berg moved their inventory to Martinsdale. They hoped
to broaden their market as ranches were consolidated,
cattle replaced sheep on the range, and the many sheep
camps were shut down. ATET ran their lines through
the neighborhood and provided direct services at all
hours. A rural route delivers mail from the
Martinsdale post office.

The Grande family still owns the building.

Mountains started in 1882, and mushroomed as a
silver camp during the next few years. It had a
schoolhouse, eighty dwellings, a jail, fourteen
saloons, and seven brothels at its peak. Calamity
Jane and her buddies tried the restaurant business
in Castle for a spell. Three stage lines served the
town on a daily basis. A railroad built by Richard
A. Harlowe didn’t materialize in time to serve the
mining needs of the town, it was completed in
1903 after the boom had faded and most everyone
had left Castle. The last two residents remained
until the 1930s. Many of the buildings are still
standing. Find Castle and enjoy a nice drive on
good roads.

1 1 = Food

T Lennep and the Lennep

Church
Hwy. 294, south of Martinsdale.

The Trinity Lutheran Church in Lennep is the sec-
ond oldest Lutheran church in the state. The
beautiful clapboard structure was built in 1914
and is nestled in the heart of Lennep. The school
built in 1910 is still being used as well. A few
empty buildings and a few families still occupy
this little hamlet.

T Castle Ghost Town
Rt 294, off Hwy. 89 near White Sulphur Springs.

The town tucked away under the Castle

Ringling

Yes, it was named for one of the Ringling Bros. of
circus fame. John Ringling was also the president
and builder of the Yellowstone Park and White
Sulphur Springs Railroad which eventually
became a branch of the Milwaukee railroad. The
Ringlings at one time owned over 100,000 acres
in the area and at one time contemplated estab-
lishing a circus headquarters here. At one time it
was a bustling little town with several businesses
as a junction for White Sulphur Springs transfer
customers.

After several devastating fires, the last in 1931,
and the demise of the railroads Ringling dwindled
to a few people and the surrounding ranches.
Today it has a post office, school, and restaurant
and bar.

H Lennep Mercantile

Lennep
Built in 1914 by M. T. Grande, this building housed a
grocery store with a small supply of dry goods. It also
served as the post office, which had been established in
1903 in the log home across the road. A succession of
store keepers leased the building through the years.

The large hall upstairs withessed community
dances, the annual What-Not -Club Sale and fund
raising events for the Red Cross and other entities dur-
ing World War I1.

Most of the ranches had telephone service with pri-
vately built and maintained lines. Each house boasted
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Partial remains of Castle.
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