able right downstairs. The convenience store is
connected by an interior passage, offering a full
line of groceries, fast food, gas, and a full service
post office. Located just 4 miles from Helena, the
Elkhorn Mountain Inn is a great place to enjoy the
beautiful Montana landscape, with the conven-
ience of city life nearby. Ask about the luxurious
honeymoon/jacuzzi suite and possibility of special
arrangements for groups and tours.

F Montana City Grill & Saloon
Exit on I-15, Montana City. 449-8890

Located just five short minutes from Helena, The
Montana City Grill & Saloon is well worth the
drive! Featuring a great selection of steaks, bar-
beque, seafood, pasta, Italian specialties, and
world famous Huckleberry BBQ Pork Ribs that
should not be missed. Lunch & dinner specials
are also served daily. Montana City Grill has been
recently remodeled and is perfect for both formal
and casual occasions, with a banquet room avail-
able for private parties. Enjoy the full service bar
and casino for after dinner fun. Open for lunch &
dinner daily, and breakfast Saturday & Sunday.
Just look for the bright lights!

S The Artful Framer’s Gallery
1 Jackson Creek Rd., Montana City,
442-5996 or 888-442-5996.

Nestled at the base of the beautiful Elkhorn
Mountains, The Artful Framers Gallery specializes
in unique gifts and products that reflect Montana
and beyond. They feature several Montana artists
with originals and prints, bronze sculptures, pot-
tery and custom framing. The unique gift selection
also includes custom made jewelry and silver.
They offer professional, friendly service, will ship
your purchases for you, and will special order any
prints by your favorite artists. Some featured
artists include Monte Dolack, Nancy Glazier, Terry
Redlin, Robert Morgan, Charles Petersen, Thomas
Kinkade, and Becky Eiker. Stop in to experience it
for yourself.

24. Gas, Food
Clancy

Clancy sits in the heart of a famous silver camp.
In the late 1800s the Clancy district mined ore so
rich that it could be hauled by bull team to Ft.
Benton, put on steamers headed east, shipped
over the ocean to Swansea, Wales for smelting,
and still show a profit. The town took its name
from a colorful old-timer known as “Judge”
Clancy.

2 5 » Historical Marker, Attraction
Jefferson City

This town had its beginnings as a stage station of
the freight and passenger line that linked Virginia
City and Fort Benton. The town took its name
from the Jefferson River nearby.

www.ultimatemontana.com

H Freighters
North of Jefferson City on I-15.

Time was when ox and mule teams used to freight
along this route. A five-ton truck doesn’t look as pictur-
esque but there hasn’t been much change in the lan-
guage of the drivers.

Jerk-line skinners were plumb fluent when address-
ing their teams. They got right earnest and personal. It
was spontaneous, no effort about it. When they got
strung out they were worth going a long ways to hear.
As a matter of fact you didn’t have to go a long ways,
providing your hearing was normal. Adjectives came
natural to them but they did bog down some on names.
They had the same one for each of their string.

Those times have gone forever:

H The Prickly Pear Diggings
North of Jefferson City on I-15.

The Fisk or Northern Overland Expedition camped on
the future site of Montana City just east of the highway
in September; 1862. The outfit consisting Of 125 emi-
grants had left St. Paul June 16, 1862, under the lead-
ership of Capt. James L. Fisk for the purpose of
opening a wagon route to connect at Ft. Benton with
the eastern terminal of the Mullan Road from Walla
Walla.

They found “Gold Tom,” one of Montand first
prospectors, holed up in a tepee near here scratching
gravel along Prickly Pear Creek in a search for the
rainbow’s end. The few colors he was panning out
wouldn’t have made much of a dent in the national
debt, but about half of the Fisk outfit got the gold fever
and decided to winter here.

Montana City swaggeted into existence in
September 1864 as a roaring mining town that is only
a memory now. Today it is a suburb of metropolitan
Helena.

T Wickes Ghost Camp

I-15, 20 miles south of Helena.

Remains of huge smelters and refineries are all
that are left in the ghost town of Wickes. Once a
thriving mining town that produced $50,000,000
in gold and silver before operations ceased in the
early 1890s. Folks continued to live there for a
number of years, until most of the town was
destroyed by fire. The road to Wickes is easily
traveled by car. Also nearby is the Alta Mine and
the Corbin camp.

2 6 = Attraction

T Elkhorn Ghost Town State
Park

I-15 at Boulder exit, 7 miles south on Montana 69,
then 11 miles north on country road. 449-8864

Wander through a once-thriving silver mining
town. Booming in 1870, Elkhorn, with only a few
residents, is now considered a ghost town by
many. Many of the original buildings are still
intact though they are privately owned. Two
buildings that have not been renovated are the

Fraternity Hall.

Fraternity Hall and Gillian Hall, both of which
you can explore. An old cemetery holds the tragic
memory of the 1888 diphtheria epidemic during
which many children died.

The Elkhorn Mine was discovered in 1870 by
Peter Wye, a native of Switzerland. Peter Weiss,
William Hahn and Herman Koch had discovered
the first mine in this area only two years earlier.

A. M. Holter, an Alder Gulch pioneer, devel-
oped the Elkhorn Mine in 1875. A mill was built
in 1884 and a smelter the following year. By
February of 1888, the mines monthly production
was valued at more than $30,000. Daily rail serv-
ice started in 1887.

Much of the surrounding timbered areas near
Elkhorn were clear-cut prior to 1887 to provide
fuel for power in the mines and heat for homes.
More than 500 woodsman and 1,500 mules
worked in the woods. Elkhorn’s population
reached 2,500 in the 1880s, additional hundreds
lived in the surrounding gulches.

An English syndicate purchased the mine for
$500,000 in 1889. By 1900 the Elkhorn Mine had
produced a total of 8,902,000 ounces of silver,
8,500 ounces of gold and more than 4 million
pounds of lead. The 1897 silver market crash
pretty much ended the operations of the mine,
although there were a few short-lived revivals in
1901 and 1905.

The cemetery tells a sad tale of hardship.
Notice the large number of children’s graves dated
September 1888 through August 1889. It is
believed their deaths resulted from a particularly
severe winter.

When visiting Elkhorn, realize that the land,
buildings and other property is in private owner-
ship. There are still people who live here year
round. Please do not molest the property or dis-
turb the residents.

When visiting the town, there are a number of
hay meadows north of the town that are excellent
spots for spotting large groups of bull elk.

|
Montana Trivia

In the 1880s, Helena boasted more mil-
lionaires per capita than any other com-
munity in the nation. There were more
than fifty.
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