
28. Attraction, Food, Lodging

T Earthquake Lake
See sidebar.

29. Lodging

Cameron
Cameron is the namesake of the Cameron family
who were early pioneers in the area. In the settle-
ment originally known as Bear Creek, Addison
Cameron owned a building that contained the
post office, a general store and a dance hall
upstairs.

30. Historic Marker, Attraction, Gas, 
Food, Lodging, Camping, 
Shopping, Miscellaneous

Ennis
Ennis is a bustling and picturesque western town
in the heart of the Madison Valley, east of the
Tobacco Root Mountains and 13 miles from his-
toric Virginia City. Primarily a hunting and fishing
center, Ennis’ three blocks of downtown business-
es boast Old West-style facades.

Ennis, like most of the towns in this area, was
spawned from the discovery of gold in the area.
Within months after gold was discovered at Alder
Gulch, William Ennis homesteaded the site along
the Madison that is now the town of Ennis. A Mr.
Jeffers homesteaded the site across the river.
Ranchers, farmers, and businesses soon flocked to
the area. By the late 1880s there were three major
stage lines servicing the community. The tall grass
and favorable climate created an excellent environ-
ment to raise horses, cattle, and sheep. Chief
White Cloud’s tribe of Bannack Indians was
friendly to the settlers and whites and Indians
existed in harmony. Today this small town of
1,000 is known for its Black Angus and prize
Herefords. Timber is harvested from the surround-
ing forests, and gold mining is making a come-
back in the area. But nationally, Ennis is known as
a staging area for some of the finest fly-fishing in
the world on the blue ribbon Madison River.
Another of Ennis’ assets, The Ennis National Fish
Hatchery, is located only twelve miles south of
Ennis.

Nowhere is the love affair with livestock more
apparent than in Ennis during Rodeo Weekend.
This small town swells with excitement as people
from all over come to celebrate one of Montana’s
most popular Fourth of July rodeos.

H Raynold’s Pass
Hwy 287, south of Ennis

The low gap in the mountains on the sky line south of
here is Raynold’s Pass over the Continental Divide.

Jim Bridger, famous trapper and scout, guided an
expedition of scientists through the pass in June of
1860. The party was led by Capt. W. F. Raynolds of the
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army. They came through
from the south and camped that night on the Madison
River near this point. Capt. Raynolds wrote “The pass
is … so level that it is difficult to locate the exact point
at which the waters divide. I named it Low Pass and
deem it to be one of the most remarkable and impor-
tant features of the topography of the Rocky
Mountains.”

Jim Bridger didn’t savvy road maps or air route
beacons but he sure knew his way around.

T Ennis National Fish Hatchery
12 miles SW of Ennis. 682-4845

This hatchery is different from most others. Most
hatcheries produce fish of various sizes and then

stock these fish in public lakes and streams, pro-
viding anglers with hours of fun, whereas the
Ennis Hatchery is a broodstock hatchery. There
are only three rainbow trout broodstock
hathcheries in the Nationwide Federal Hatchery
System. A broodstock hatchery raises fish to adult
size, then takes eggs from those fish, incubating
them and shipping them to production hatcheries.
A visitor center is open seven days a week, year
round.

T Wildlife Museum of the West
121 W. Main St., Ennis. 682-7141

FLSportsman’s Lodge 
310 US Highway 287 N., 682-4242 or 800-220-
1690.

Sportsman’s Lodge has become a landmark to
many vacationers traveling southwest Montana.
The lodge is situated on six acres, in a rustic set-
ting with modern facilities and all the comforts of
home. Whether you stay in one of the 18 lodge-
pole pine log cabins or in the 11-unit motel, you
will enjoy the casual country atmosphere with the
abundant recreational opportunities all around.
Relax in the cocktail lounge and enjoy a hearty
meal in the cozy dining room. Spend your days
viewing nearby historic ghost towns, hiking in
pristine wilderness areas, or shopping in Ennis. A
public golf course and tennis courts are just
around the corner. Make this vacation a genuine
old west experience the whole family will remem-
ber for a lifetime.

L El Western Resort
Ennis, 1 mile south on US Hwy 287 N.
682-4217 or reservations at 800-831-2773.
www.elwestern.com

The El Western offers guests western hospitality,
comfort and incredible surroundings for more that
50 years. Accommodations are available to meet
the needs of vacationers and sportsmen for
overnight or extended stays. Seventeen acres of
wide green lawns, towering spruce trees and a
rushing creek with views of the majestic Madison
range are included whether you choose a cozy
overnight cabin, a kitchen cabin suite, or a spa-
cious deluxe cabin or lodge. Many of their cabins

have fireplaces and kitchens completely equipped
for your convenience. Their conference center
provides facilities for retreats, family gatherings or
seminars. All cabins have large picture windows,
porches, cable TV, phones with data ports, daily
housekeeping and they are spotlessly clean. El
Western Resort is conveniently located to
Yellowstone Park and Virginia City.

L Rainbow Valley Lodge
1 mile S. of Ennis. 682-4264 or 800-452-8254.
www.rainbowvalley.com

The Rainbow Valley Lodge, one mile south of
Ennis, is open year-round and hosted by Ed and
Jeanne Williams, both well known in the world of
fly fishing. They offer 24 immaculate deluxe log
cabin style units for full service lodging that
includes fully equipped kitchens, private patios,
phones, Fax service, cable television, movies, heat-
ed pool, barbecue picnic area, horse corrals, win-
ter plug ins, coin laundry, handicapped accessible,
and guide and shuttle services. Enjoy their breath-
taking park-like setting, spectacular views of the
Rocky Mountains, all in walking distance of the
Madison River. Guests have been returning year
after year for over four decades to enjoy fishing,
hunting and family vacations. You’ll also want to
see the pine needle baskets and fishing flies made
by Jeanne, a nationally recognized artist.

L Fan Mountain Inn 
204 N. Main, Ennis. 682-5200 or 877- 682-5200,
fanmountaininn.com

The Fan Mountain Inn offers small town country
hospitality with clean, spacious rooms and beauti-
ful views of the Madison mountains. The 28 units
are complete with king or queen size beds, cable
TV, air conditioning and telephones. Adjoining
units, handicap units, and non-smoking units are
available, as well as a deluxe suite and a confer-
ence or meeting room. There is easy access to
downtown Ennis for a variety of shopping and
restaurants. The Fan Mountain Inn is also within
walking distance to the renowned Madison River,
where you can walk along the scenic banks or fish
for blue-ribbon trout. Visit them at their web site.

C Ennis RV Village 
5034 Highway 287 N., Ennis. 682-5272,
www.Ennisrvvillage.com

Located in the heart of the Madison Valley with
stunning mountain views, clear running streams
flowing into the famed Madison River, and a one-
of-a-kind community noted for its friendliness.
The Ennis RV Village features 41 large pull-thru,
full-service sites with 50 amp electric, sewer,
water, and phone hook-up available at some sites.
The clean, convenient restrooms have never end-
ing hot showers that are heated from a geothermic
source. There are over eight acres of private park
with walking trails for you and your pet, a large
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