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Havre came into existence as a division point when
the Great Northern Railroad was built and purveyed
pastime to cowboys, doughboys and miners on the side.
It is hard to believe now, but as a frontier camp, she
was wild and hard to curry.

F Box Cars Restaurant &
Casino 
619 1st W., Havre. 265-2233

F Uncle Joe’s Steakhouse 
1400 1st St., Havre. 265-5111

L El Toro Inn 
521 First St., Havre,  265-5414

The El Toro Inn, with its Spanish design, offers
you Western hospitality at reasonable rates. There
are 41 comfortable guest rooms to accommodate
you, whether you are here for business or pleas-
ure.

L Havre Budget Inn Motel 
115 9th Ave., Havre,  265-8625 or 888-868-8625

At the Havre Budget Inn, they go out of their way
to satisfy their guest’s every need. The 40 clean,
quiet and affordable rooms are complete with
queen sized beds, cable TV, and air conditioning.
The kitchenette rooms feature a fully equipped
kitchen with a stove, microwave, refrigerator and
kitchen sink. They offer non-smoking rooms and
an exercise room. The motel is in a quiet down-
town neighborhood, within walking distance to
shopping and restaurants. Ask about rates for
AAA, seniors, off-season, and corporates.

L Siesta Motel 
538 1 St., Havre. 265-5863

9. Attraction, Gas, Food, Lodging, Shoppinp,
Miscellaneous

T Havre Beneath the Streets
Tours start at the Havre Railroad Museum at 120
3rd Ave., Havre. 265-8888

Probably one of the most popular attractions in
northcentral Montana is the historical tour
through Havre’s underground. In January of 1904
a devastating fire wiped out a large part of the
Havre business. A shortage of building materials
made it difficult to rebuild immediately, so the
businesses moved their stores to the steam tunnels
running under the city until their buildings could
be replaced above ground. This created what was

probably one of the first shopping malls in the
country.

When prohibition ended, so did the use of the
tunnels. Over time the underground was largely
forgotten. But talk of the passages below the
streets was common among Havre’s older resi-
dents, and more than one schoolboy yearned to
explore the mysteries of the passages. Frank
DeRosa, Lyle Watson, and a group of Havre resi-
dents and history buffs decided to explore for
themselves the stories of businesses and bootleg-
gers using the underground. What they discovered
was not just a bootlegging past, but a whole world
of businesses and history that had largely been
forgotten. They formed the Havre Beneath the
Streets Committee and began the restoration. 

It took over four years to bring the project to
fruition. Easements needed to be obtained,
garbage and rubble needed to be removed, hall-
ways needed to be created, old plumbing and
electrical wiring had to be moved or removed.
The highway through town had already destroyed
a part of the area. In all, the community effort
took countless hours to complete. But complete it
they did. Since it opened in 1994, over 80,000
people have taken the tour.

Today it is one of the finest museums of
Montana history anywhere. The one hour tour

will take you through a post office, the Holland
and Son Mercantile, Wright’s Dental Office, the
Sporting Eagle Saloon, a bordello, the Bruce Clyde
Dray & Tack Shop, the Casady Blacksmith Shop, a
sausage shop, the Pioneer Meat Market, C.W.
“Shorty” Young’s Office and Game Room, the
Gourly Brothers Bakery, Tamale Jim’s, Boones
Drug Store, Wah Sing Laundry, an opium den,
and the Fountain Barber Shop. Two new exhibits
just opened include a motor service garage and
Studebaker dealership and the old Havre Herald. 

The museum is open daily in the summer
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Winter hours are Monday
through Saturday from noon to 5 p.m. An admis-
sion fee is charged.

T The Heritage Center/  H. Earl
Clack Museum
306 3rd Ave. in Havre. 265-7258. www.theheritage-
center.com

The old post office built in 1932 and now listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, is the
home of The Heritage Center and the H. Earl
Clack Museum. The building is a well preserved
example of Neo-Classical architecture. The origi-
nal architectural motif and character of the build-
ing such as marble steps and wainscot, the
terrazzo floor and the beautiful wood and glass
arches in the main lobby, have been maintained
through the years and still exists today.

The museum has a number of featured
exhibits including a bison exhibit with a fully
articulated bison skeleton allowing a rare opportu-
nity to see within the animal so vital to the Native
American way of life.

The Bob Scriver diorama depicts Chief Joseph
during his famous “Hear Me My Chiefs” speech.
Chief Joseph led his tribe on a 1,500 mile journey
trying to get to Canada.

The Dinosaur exhibit features a Lambeosaur
embryo unique to the Havre area. Dinosaur eggs
are also featured in this one-of-a-kind exhibit.

Fort Assiniboine, built in 1879 in response to

347

S
e
ctio

n
 1

1

www.ultimatemontana.com

History is alive at Havre Beneath the Streets.


