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SECTION 8
HELENA AND SURROUNDING AREA

WEATHER AVERAGES
Helena
January
Average High: 29.6° F
Average Low: 9.6° F
Record High : 62.0° F
Record Low : -42.0° F
Average Precip.: 0.63 in
Rain/Snow Days: 8 days

April
Average High: 56.1° F
Average Low: 30.6° F
Record High : 86.0° F
Record Low : 1.0° F
Average Precip.: 0.97 in
Rain/Snow Days: 8 days

July
Average High: 85.0° F
Average Low: 53.4° F
Record High : 102.0° F
Record Low : 36.0° F
Average Precip.: 1.10 in
Rain/Snow Days: 8 days

October
Average High: 58.5° F
Average Low: 31.6° F
Record High : 85.0° F
Record Low : -8.0° F
Average Precip.: 0.60 in
Rain/Snow Days: 6 days

Canyon Ferry Lake
January
Average High: 29.4° F
Average Low: 10.1° F
Average Precip.: 0.56 in

April
Average High: 55.3° F
Average Low: 31.2° F
Average Precip.: 0.93 in

July
Average High: 83.3° F
Average Low: 53.2° F
Average Precip.: 1.12 in

October
Average High: 57.9° F
Average Low: 32.7° F
Average Precip.: 0.67 in

Great Divide Ski Area
January
Average High: 29.4° F
Average Low: 10.1° F
Average Precip.: 0.56 in

April
Average High: 55.3° F
Average Low: 31.2° F
Average Precip.: 0.93 in

June
Average High: 73.0° F
Average Low: 47.5° F
Average Precip.: 2.07 in

July
Average High: 83.3° F
Average Low: 53.2° F
Average Precip.: 1.12 in

October
Average High: 57.9° F
Average Low: 32.7° F
Average Precip.: 0.67 in

1. Lewis & Clark

Lombard
This railroad town sat at the crossroads of the
Northern Pacific and the Milwaukee railroads. For
years, the only access to the town was by rail as
there were no automobile roads to the community.
It is the namesake of A.G. Lombard who was the
chief engineer of the Montana Railroad during its
construction. The town was originally known as
Castle Junction and was dominated by the “Jaw
Bone” Railroad. In the 1890s, the town had a
Chinese mayor named Billy Kee. A man-about-
town, he built the famous two-story High Point
Inn. The hotel served good meals and featured a
bathroom with hot and cold running water. Kee
was known as a “flexible” proprietor. When he
retired at night, he would leave the light on for
any latecomers and the cash register open. The
guests would scrawl their name in the register, put
their money in the till, and take a key to a room.

Radersburg
Several mining camps nearby have been aban-
doned but it has never become a complete ghost
town. The first gold was discovered in the early
1860s and in 1866 Jahn A. Keating’s mine brought
people to town. The hills behind Radersburg still
harbor the remains of various mine shafts. About
400 people live in the Toston and Radersburg
area. Montana’s own Myrna Loy was born nearby
in Parker which no longer exists.

Toston
Toston was named for Thomas Toston, an early
homesteader and the first postmaster. From
1883–1899, the town enjoyed prosperity while
the giant Toston Smelting Company was in opera-
tion. Loads of ore from Radersburg and coal from
the Big Springs area were hauled to the smelter by
six horse teams. Mining, smelting, trading and
land development made Toston a regional market-
ing center for a brief period, while earthquakes,
fires and mine closings nearly killed it. Today it
consists of a small collection of residences, whose
only service is a post office.

D Mer. Lewis
July 27, 1805

“we are now several hundred miles within the
boseom of this wild and mountainous country,
whre game may rationally be expected shortly to
become scarce and subsisitence precaious with-
out any information with reispect to the country

Missouri River Bridge near Holter Lake.
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